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tomatoes a yard or two back, if that's any use to
you . , . No ? Oh, I'm sorry about that. You
couldn't come a little closer, could you ? No, I thought
not, you craven. Never mind. Here's a little present
from Uncle Rex." An empty can met the base of
the wall with great savagery, and four or five cats
took flight. " Yes, isn't it provoking ? You know,
we caught it in Tours. We just popped over there
for the week-end, and two days later they sent the
fever-cart. Of course we'd not the slightest idea
till one of my hands came off. But then they say
leprosy's like that ..."
"Will you be quiet?" said L "We're nearly
there."
This was a fact. I had counted thirteen doors.
But I must confess that for all the good we were doing
we might have gone home to bed. The exterior of
no jail could have been less encouraging. Every door
was fast shut: if there were windows, the rooms
behind them were dark: the walls were as smooth
as they were sheer.
We stumbled and slipped ten more paces to stand
before Number Fourteen. The better to see what we
could, we set our backs against the opposite wall,
btit the house rose up gaunt and lifeless, no different
from any other that was flanking that filthy row.
Suddenly, high above us, a window leaped into
light Not a window of Number Fourteen, but of
the barrack behind us, on the opposite side of the
court.
We Stood as still as death. The last thing we wanted
was to be asked our business by any man.
The ligfet from the window iUmnined Number
Fourteen.
74